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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Principal’s Message 

This Thursday night (22 Feb) the P&C is hosting our 
2018 Welcome Disco for our students. Running from 6 
till 7:30pm the event is open for parents to join us and 
stay. The canteen will be open with food available 
including sausage sizzle.  

Our Welcome Disco is always a great opportunity for 
parents to meet and have a chat with the class 
teachers. It’s a great way for us to get to know each 
other.  

 

Farewell Mrs Young 

As mentioned in a previous email, Mrs Young was   
relieving at Warners Bay High School this term as their 
Head Teacher – Support. We are both saddened and 
happy to tell you all that Mrs Young has been          
successful in gaining that position permanently.  

As she is already relieving in the role, Mrs Young      
automatically takes that up and Miss Musialik (aka 
Miss M) will continue her great work as relieving       
Assistant Principal, Support for the time being.  

The school will go into the process of seeking a new 
permanent Assistant Principal Support and we will  
advise you of the outcome once the process has 
been completed.  

We will also advise when Mrs Young is able to return 
for an assembly so we can wish her farewell.  

Growing Stronger and Smarter every day.                                                                                                               21st February, 2018 
Find us at Bell Street, Speers Point                                                                                                                              Principal , Chris Payne 
www. speerspt‐p.school@det.nsw.edu.au                                                                                                              Ph.  4958 1230    Fax.  4958 2478 

  3 Way Conferences  

We are establishing a whole school practice this year 
around 3 way conferences to replace parent-teacher 
meetings. Together, the student, parent and teacher 
can create learning goals to work towards through the 
semester. These goals will then appear on student     
reports.  

It is extremely important that we have every child and a 
parent / carer active in this process.  

Individual class teachers will be soon advertising their 
availability over the term so they can be completed    
before the holidays. . It is our aim to have every student 
with individual learning goals so we can target their 
learning to their needs. For our Support Unit, this process 
has always been in place and IEP meetings are already 
underway.  

 

Student Engagement in Learning 

Through our school planning process we recently started 
looking more closely at student engagement. What does 
it mean exactly, and how can we measure how well our 
students are engaged in learning? 

The short version is, that there is no short answer. I include 
the Venn diagram below which was devised by staff to 
help define or explain what we mean by student     
engagement.  

Thursday, 1st March 

Children’s University        

InformaƟon Session 2.20pm 

Friday, 2nd March 

Clean Up Australia Day 

Thursday, 8th March  

Wonder Movie Night 

Wednesday, 21st  March 

Harmony Day 

Monday, 26th March 

School Photo Day 

Friday, 30th March 

GOOD FRIDAY 

(No School) 

Monday, 2nd April 

EASTER MONDAY  

(No School) 

Friday, 13th April  

Last Day of Term 1 
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The three key areas, social, institutional and intellectual all 
work together, not separately. If a student isn’t at school, or 
not interested / focused, or not happy, it will affect          
engagement. There will always be challenges for students 
and families and in recognising this we have slightly 
changed our new school plan to reflect the strategies and 
programs we are implementing to increase student         
engagement.  

Last week we had the second session of the Lifeskills, which 
gives students strategies for resilience, mental wellbeing, 
perseverance, focus, and positive relationships. Our classes 
have also started investigating Growth Mindsets where we 
learn that making mistakes is learning, where the brain 
grows from challenge, and hard work and errors. Mrs 
Doodnath often talks to kinders about “sweaty brains” and 
Mrs Cobcroft’s class is learning about grit.  

Our first strategic direction from our school plan, as          
presented at Presentation Day last year, has been adjusted 
from Wellbeing, to Wellbeing & Engagement, to reflect this 
development.  

 

Vehicles on School Grounds 

Following the tragic incident last year in a Sydney school, 
the Department has issued a safety warning regarding   
Vehicles on School Grounds. From day 1 this year, we had 
already started trying to make our carpark safer, however 
we are thinking bigger. Unfortunately Bell St is a narrow 
back street that was never designed for peak 3pm traffic, 
and parking is sparse on Main Rd.  

The Workplace Health & Safety Officer, and Road Safety 
Officer from the Department will be making several visits to 
our school over the term and working with us on some plans 
to increase student safety around the carpark, the exits and 
on the roads around our school.  

 

Have a great week 

Chris Payne 

We are collecƟng the School’s for Sport tokens here at 

Speers Point Public  School. Every  voucher  received at 

our  school will  go  towards  our  tally  to  help  us  order 

more sports equipment.  

Please place tokens in the box located in the office.  
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EXPECTATION AWARDS 

 

      Week  3 

Blue Gum Tyler S 

Eucalypt  Noah G  

Waratah Thomas W 

Wattle  Blade B, Riley B  

Cedar  Deegan S   

     

 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

 

Week  3 

Blue Gum Lilly F 

Bonzai  Taj M 

Eucalypt Wyatt H 

Waratah Coby G 

Wattle  Liam D, Mia S   

Cedar  Ryan K, Nikita O’B 

 

 
 

Week  4 

Wed  21st Feb  Kara P, Helen O’R 

Fri 23rd Feb  Kara P, Renee M, Elisha J 

Week 5 

Wed  28th Feb  Kara P, Daniel C, Amy C 

Fri 2nd March  Jennie M, Helen O’R, Elisha J 

Week 6 

Wed 7th March  Kara P, Daniel C 

Wed 9th March  Lisa R, Alex K 

Canteen Roster  

 

Wishing the following students a very 

Happy Birthday! 

Bailey M 17/2 

Henry N 8/2 

Gabriel 2/2 

Ruthie T 17/2 

Natalia H 3/2 

Brodie 26/2 

Riley B 12/2 

Noah D 8/2 

Lilly F 1/2 

Wishing the following students a very 

Happy Birthday! 

WyaƩ H 23/3 

Bella M 21/3 

Myles B 28/3 

Deegan S 20/3 

Mahlah C 21/3 

Azra 10/3 

Taj 22/3 

William S 5/3 
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Clean up Australia Day is on at school on Friday 2nd 
March. Students will need to bring along a pair of 
kitchen or gardening gloves on the day to allow them 
to participate in our school clean up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speers Point Public School’s  ‘Green Gang‘ is on again 
in 2018. Our school’s environmental group will meet 
every Wednesday, at lunch time, to participate in   
activities such as vegetable gardening, looking after 
our fruit trees and caring for our worm farm. The 
students also learn about recycling, composting and 
ways to care for our environment. 

The group is open to all students at the school.  

If children are interested in being part of the group, 
please ask you teacher for a registration form. (Also 
available from the office).  Students will need to 
bring along a pair of gardening gloves with their name 
on them (to be kept at school). 

Any parents, grandparents or carers who may be    
interested in helping with our gardening group on a 
Wednesday at 11.30am are very welcome.  A current 
working with children’s check will be needed. This can 
be obtained by completing an online application, 
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check . The check is 
free for volunteers. 

Mrs Wood 

Environment coordinator 
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The wearing of a school uniform is encouraged and recommended at all times. We feel that a 
school uniform: 

1. Ensures students’ safety and well-being. 

2. Contributes greatly to the overall tone of the school. 

3. Encourages self pride and a feeling of belonging to the school. 

4. Puts all children on an equal footing in terms of appearance. 

 

Girls Day Uniform (Monday—Thursday) 

SPPS School shirt 
Maroon shorts (appropriate length), skort, trousers, tracksuit pants (no tights, bike pants or jeans)      
Maroon school jumper 
White socks 
Black leather shoes 
 
Boys Day Uniform (Monday—Thursday) 

SPPS School shirt 
Maroon shorts, trousers, tracksuit pants (no jeans) Maroon 
school jumper 
White socks 
Black leather shoes 
 
Girls & Boys Sports Uniform (Friday) 

Coloured Sports House shirt*  
White Joggers 
 
*A coloured Sports House shirt in line with each child’s House Group was 
introduced in 2016. This means if your child is in house group Bradman they will wear a red shirt,         
Elliot—Yellow, Fraser—Blue and Jackson—Green. The shirts will be available for purchase through 
the school, with orders being taken each term. The school will not have a surplus of shirts. 
 
Hats 

Hats are compulsory whenever children are playing in the playground. All students need to wear 
a maroon sun-safe hat when outdoors. If students do not have a maroon sun-safe school hat, 
they will need to remain in the undercover areas during recess and lunch play periods. 

Jewellery and Makeup 

No makeup or nail polish is to be worn. Please see jewellery poster for requirements. 

Sun-safe maroon bucket hats ($10) can be purchased from the office. 
 

 Speers Point Public School Uniform 
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Community News 
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Canteen will be open on Wednesday’s & Friday’s  


